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SUBJECT: INDIAN OCEAN PEACE ZONE: RESPONSE TO AMERASINGHE LETTER 
REF: STATE 137998 

1. AMB BENNETT TALKED WITH AMB AMERASINGHE 18 JUNE AND 
DECLINED INVIATION TO US TO DISCUSS IOPZ ISSUES WITH REPS 

OF LITTORAL AND HINTERLAND STATES. AMERASHINGHE THANKED 
BENNETT FOR INFORMATION AND OTHERWISE MADE NO COMMENT. 

2. UK, FRANCE, FRG AND ITALY HAVE ALSO DECLINED AND SOVS 
STILL EXPECTED TO DO LIKEWISE. 
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